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ATTENTION!!!  Our Gatherings are on the third Sunday of each month at the Mifflinville Fire Hall, Market Street, 

Mifflinville.  Take I-80 Exit 242 to Mifflinville & proceed to the War Memorial on Main Street.  Turn Right onto Market 

St. and go a little over a block.  The Fire Hall is on the left.  We hope to see you there!   

Team Mtg. is at Perkins (5:30pm) on Wednesday.  Weôll see you then!                     Can you find the J ? 

 

January 2012 

 

11th ï Team Meeting 

15th ï Gathering 

21st ï PA-M Christmas Party  

21st ï PA-I Ann. Party 

26th-28th ï MD District Convention 

 (Winter Thing) 

 

February 2012 

 

15th ï Team Meeting 

19th ï Gathering 

 

March 2012 

 

14th ð Team Meeting 

18th ð Gathering 

17th ð District Team Meeting 
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Hello Chapter H 

Happy New Year!!! I hope everyone had a safe and healthy Holiday Season. Hopefully Santa left plenty of Safety 
Chrome and Lights under your Christmas Tree. He must not have noticed that I still have a few places on my bike that 
are just crying out for some more lights. Fortunately I have a birthday coming soon, so there is still a chance for more 
LEDôs to show up. One can always hope!!! 

And So It Starts, 

Another year of FUN and Frolic with Chapter H is about to begin. Each year seems to go by a little quicker and when 

itôs over and we look back, the things that we remember best are the FUN things we did with Family and Friends. So 

many of my memories seem to revolve around Riding and Bike related activities. It feels great to actually have more 

time available to pursue the FUN activities. Last year Bonnie and I put about 10,000 miles on the bike and had a lot of 

FUN in the process. We met so many great people and made some new Friends while visiting with other Chapters and 

attending Rallies and special events throughout the District and Region. The amount of FUN we have is completely 

dependent on what we do and the people we do it with. I know everyone has heard the line ñThe more we do the more 

FUN we haveò This is so true for Bonnie and me. This year we will all have many opportunities to get involved with 

activities like; Gatherings, Rides, Picnics, Chapter Visits, Rallies and other Special events. There are plenty of FUN 

activities being planned throughout the District to make everyoneôs Summer more FUN. So letôs all of us get more 

involved, and have another Great Year!!! 

In years past Bonnie and I did most of our touring alone, more recently we have been doing more touring with a small, 

but growing group of GWRRA friends. While there are things to be said for the ease of touring alone, it sure is nice to 

have Friends along to share the Sites, the FUN, and yes the Frustrations of the ride. But when we get home safely, 

even the frustrations make for good stories to share and hopefully the FUN will entice others to join us on the next ride. 

This looks like another great year for riding and visiting with our GWRRA friends. Last year Chapter H only got 12 

points in the Roll for the Dough game which was a letdown after the great year we had in 2010. Weôre off to a pretty 

good start  with 3 points already, and the possibility of several more points by the end of the month. Chapter Xôs 

Gathering (Jan 18th) and Chapter Môs after Christmas Party (Jan 21st) are both happening shortly. As well as Winter 

Thing in Ocean City Md. (Jan 26th-28th) which is always a great time to relax, talk about bikes, and visit with old 

friends and make some new ones. I canôt think of a much better way to spend the last weekend in January. Right there 

are 4 more points and itôs only January. I believe we should be able to easily get 20 points this year.  

At this weekôs Team Meeting we will be working on the schedule for 2012 and it looks like another year with a lot of 

opportunities to participate in fun events with our GWRRA friends. For me the only thing better than socializing and 

talking about our bikes is riding them and seeing our beautiful country. Remember, Bikers are the only people who 

understand why Dogs like to ride with their head out the car/truck window.  

This seasonôs schedule is already filling up with things to do, places to go, events to attend, and new friends to meet. 

This brings us back to where I started, the FUN, the more we do the more FUN we can have. Remember the only thing 

we get out of life is what we enjoy, so letôs get going and see how much FUN we can have this year. Every ride no 

matter how long or how short is another opportunity to have some FUN.  

 

Wind & Wings 

Itôs All About the Ride!!! 

Gerry & Bonnie VanArt 
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Start of a New Year and start of a new riding season. Since todayôs temperature (1/1/2012) was 

near 50 degrees, and Charlene was having riding withdrawal she wanted to start the riding season early 

this year. The weather looked good with some sunshine and warm temperatures, so we decided to go on a 

short ride to see a friend using the bike. The weather and the ride were great on the way to our destina-

tion. But, as we talked inside the house it started to rain. So we rushed to move our coats and sheep skin 

seat covers to prevent them from becoming wet. After about an hour, we decided to leave as the rain 

looked as if it had passed. As we rode to come back home the clouds moved in and the temperature 

dropped.  Then it started to rain heavy. At this point we decided to cut our ride short and made a short cut 

to our home. Oh well, that is the chances you take trying to start the riding season early in Pennsylvania. 

Just a safety reminder to all, remember the importance of T-clocking your bike before starting out 

on your next ride, even if itôs only been a short time since your last ride. I have not ridden the bike in the 

last two months, so I decided it was a good idea to T-clock the bike. And much to my surprise, my rear 

tire was very low when I checked the pressure. It only had 23 psi and it should be 41 psi. Being this low 

could have caused an accident or at least poor performance. I know we talk about T-clocking your bike 

every time you ride, but like everyone else I sometimes get lazy and donôt do it. This is just a reminder to 

everyone of the importance of T-clocking your bike each time you ride and especially after periods of 

non-use. Hope everyone has a safe and fun riding season. Happy New Year to all. 

 

Friends connected by Wings 

Bill and Charlene Knecht 

Assistant Chapter Directors 

I added the supper as that is what we do, eat not ride. 

Mike and Helen, the soup and chili were delicious as 

usual. Thank you for opening your home to us. There 

may not have been as many as previous years but we 

still had a great time. Anytime friends and great food 

come together it has to be a good thing. 

We did have one couple that went to see the Boule-

vard before supper. So we can officially call it the 

Boulevard Ride. As of this writing I have only seen it 

during the day but will get there before Christmas. It 

is something that has to be done. 

 

Respectfully reported by, 

Charlene Knecht, Secretary 

On Dec.17th Chapter B had their Christmas party at 

Shady Maple Restaurant in the Lancaster area. It 

was a 9am meeting time. There were 58 that gath-

ered to have breakfast. Twelve from our chapter 

which gave us one more point. It was not the 

easiest place to take a picture but we got it done. 

For those who have not been there it is a very large 

building and the food is all served buffet style. The 

restaurant is on the top floor and the shopping is in 

the lower level. So after breakfast it was time to 

shop. Our only problem was keeping track of 

everyone so we could leave together. We finally 

found everyone and traveled home in good time. 

 

Respectfully reported by, 

Charlene Knecht, Secretary 
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